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EROTICS (Exploratory Research on Sexuality and ICTs) is a global network of
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gender-based violence, In addition to Internet freedom advocates, policy experts
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violations against sexual rights activists, and build their capacity In the design,

usage and governance of the internet.
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INTRODUCTION

2009

2013

2014

2017

2019

Research undertaken in Brazil,
India, Indonesia, Lebanon, South
Africa and the United States

Global survey in English

Global survey in English

Global survey in English followed
by In-depth interviews

South Asia-focused survey In
English, Bangla, Nepali, Tamil
and Sinhala alongside individual
country-led qualitative surveys.
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India was not included in this primary research, but some secondary research conducted in India has been included in this report.
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Methodology

The survey was conducted in Bangla-
desh, Nepal and Sri Lanka between
August 2019 and -ebruary 2020 by
researchers based out of the three coun-
tries. The Regional Monitoring Survey
was launched In different countries
during different periods of time and
stayed online and avallable during that
neriod. The survey tool was developed In
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Sinhala, Tamil and Bangla. These were
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questions In the survey. We collected
emographic information including
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neople use the internet (on any device)
in their work, personal lite, activism, etc.
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5 However, 7% of those who answered the survey (marked here as other) unidentified as hijra, a localised term for transwoman. This term was not used in the other surveys. It is possible that
many of the transwomen interviewed in the other two countries might be comfortable with this term as well.
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two listed "other” as sexual orientation. the second largest group being employ-

Three individuals who participated In ees of non-governmental organisations

focus groups self-identified as gay. Two  (17.5%), private sector workers (11%)

of the participants self-identified as and freelance/independent workers

having disabilities and two “preferred (5.5%). The sample also had 4% artists

not to say.’ and 2.5% human rights activists, with a
very small set (1.5%) of government

In Nepal, the survey was filled out by sector workers.

240 persons from Kathmandu, the cap-
ital of Nepal, from July 2019 onwards. Among the 200 respondents to the

Through the outreach we reached 240 survey In Nepal, 67% were women
neople, but in the end 40 surveys were while 81% of them were heterosexual
not used because of Inconsistencies or straight. Only four of them chose to
N the responses; for example, some not say. In keeping with Nepal and Kath-
of the compulsory questions were not mandu's diverse population, 71 of the
answered in these forms.” The research  respondents were Indigenous, which
used a combination of online distribu- was the largest among the marginalised
tion and offline-supported filling; this identities, with 18 selt-i1dentifying as
was done with the support of eight ethnic minorities, 12 as people with dis-
organisations. It Is Important for us to abilities, 11 from a marginalised caste,
flag that the offline-supported filling by and five from a marginalised race. We
respondents could be biased towards also had a majority 67% (135) of the
conservative responses, as speaking respondents who self-identified as
openly about sexuality in Nepal, like naving a marginalised identity. Of

much of South Asia, Is taboo. During them, 12 have a disablility, 19 are from
the In-person meetings conductec ethnic minorities, 73 belong to Indige-
to fill In the survey, an interactive nous groups, 14 identity as migrants,
discussion was conducted on use of and six 1dentify themselves as marginal-
the Iinternet, negative and positive ised on the basis of race.

aspects of the internet, as well as how

useful and/or necessary it 1s In the lives
of the respondents. The targeted group

100 Hetero

was people aged 17 to 40, comprising m Gay
a range of identities such as ethnic .  esben.
backgrounds, sexual orientations, B Queer
gender, caste, class, or people with 50 B Other

disabilities. A majority of the respon-
dents, 67%, selt-identified as having a
marginalised identity. Almost half of the  _ Ba. u Buw 5 Ul
respondents were students (49%), with Bangladesh Nepal sri Lanka

20

6  While filling the form online, the participants/respondents could not submit the form until all the compulsory questions were filled in. However, in the offline filling of the form, many questions
were raised about specific questions. Therefore, those questions with too many doubts or in need of clarifications were left unfilled. This resulted in many forms not being included in the sur-
vey. However, it is important here to reflect on whether those who filled in the survey online did indeed receive clarifications for some of the questions and if they responded accurately or to
the best of their understanding.

10



N Sri Lanka, the survey was initially entirely conducted through community
iIntended to be an online survey only. gatherings that were held in the Western
However, LGBTIQ people who are not and Eastern provinces and were attend-
within activist spaces and sex workers ed by participants from the Western,
whose experiences and behaviour fall Northern and Eastern provinces of the
outside heteronormativity would be left ~ country. Given internal migration within
out of the process. Additionally, tech- the country, especially to the Western
nological limitations of accessing and orovince, It 1s possible that some of the
completing an online survey, and issues  respondents were originally from other
with regard to the terminology used orovinces. The choosing of these
In the survey and what is used In the orovinces was deliberate. The capita
ocal languages, were other concerns. city I1s In the Western province, whicr
Therefore, through in-person meetings 'S connected to urban lifestyles and
IN community-led spaces, hard Cop|es of everyday use of the internet. However,

the survey were disseminated. Five such  the ethnic, cultural, political and
meetings were organised In total. As iInguistic specificities of the Northern
part of the process, respondents filled in  and Eastern provinces as well as height-
the survey as well as providing feedback ened militarisation and survelllance

on tl“e structure and content of the sur-  Inform internet access and use In these
vey. The responses from the in-person orovinces. The queer organising Ir
meetings were then fed into the online these regions thus would be affectec
survey format for final analysis. In one oy these |ocal situations. This made it
such Instance, the responses were filled  important to ensure that these groups

In as part of a meeting that was a social  were covered.
gathering. The convenings were import-
ant for intergenerational connectionsto  In Sri Lanka's case, some people felt

0e made between LBQ women, as there  that the option to choose between CIS
nas been a gap In LBQ women organ- and trans was too Iimiting, including
ISINg ever since the dissolution of the but not lImited to those who were post-
Women's Support Group (WSG) In operative, since they identified simply

20170. This was a conscious decisionto  as man or woman (52%). Therefore,
ensure that the convening also became  some respondents opted for cis

an opportunity to meet, connect ana regardless of the gender assigned at
share stories and experiences. oirth. There are two considerations

that should be taken into account.
In total, the survey had 103 respondents  First, many of the terms that were given
who completed the survey in full, while N the survey as fixed options, whether
nine surveys had compulsory questions  around sexuality or gender, are actually
eft Incomplete and therefore could not not so fixed. The rationale behind a
oe Included In the final analysis. While majority of those identitying as hetero-
the survey did not ask respondents to sexual (51%) must then be understood

specity their location within the country,  within this context of applying and
the Sri Lankan survey was almost projecting one's agency and personal

11



ived experience Into the survey catego- many ways was to reinforce thelir specific
les, therefore hacking and reinterpreting  experience, which got left out in the focus
the possibility of them not being cisgen-  group discussions.’

der within the commonly accepted
definition of the term. This very same Nepal, on the other hand, chose a very
argument and positioning IS pushec different target group. In the quantitative
further by sex worker respondents, survey they found that only 6% of their
whose sexual behaviour cannot be un- respondents were people with disabil-
derstood from thelir responses to sexual ties. They felt the need to reach more
orlentation. Once again, the commonly people with disabllities, and so their
accepted definitions of terms percelved qualitative survey focused entirely or
as fixed or specific Is Interpreted In line women with disabilities. The qualitative
with the personal experience and under-  study was conducted through 16 inter-
standing of one’s self, which makes us views and two focus group discussions
question whether the final tally with with disability rights activists based in
regard to these terms should be seen Kathmandu. All the par':ic'pants were
more as a general Impression or image. women with disabilities.” Two of them
identified as LGBTIQ/queer. The partic-
Qualitative research ipants for these interviews and focus
group discussions were chosen through
The target group chosen for the qualita- snowball sampling and visiting individ-
tive research differed from locatior uals and organisations. The disability
to location. For instance, Bangladesh ights activists who comprised the
conducted the qualitative study and desk  respondents for this study all had their
research first — before the quantitative own mobile phone, live in the capital city
survey was undertaken. In Bangladesh,a  of Kathmandu, and are connected to the

total of 29 individuals participated inthe  disability rights movement directly.
qualitative discussion process. Though A telephone survey conducted by
the interviews were conducted in Dhaka,  SINTEF found that "many persons

most of the respondents shared that they — with disabilities are still out of reach of
ived outside the city. Five focus group modern technology.” Thus, this study is
discussions and eight in-depth interviews a subset of people with disabilities who
were conducted. The participants were do have access to technology within an
orimarily youth, students, LBTIQ commu-  otherwise disempowered and silenced
nity members and sex workers. Two of group; the concerns of access, discrim-
the in-depth interview participants were  Ination and silencing faced by people
from the Indigenous communities inthe  with disabllities, especially women,
Chittagong Hill Tracts, who did not can be assumed to be much greater
also particmate n a focus group. The for those with disabilities without the

inclusion of the two in-depth interviews in ~ same privileges.”

7 Sajid, P. (2020). Safety, agency and surveillance: An exploration of sexual expression and digital spaces in Bangladesh. APC. https://erotics.apc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/BD-Sur-
vey-Report-FINAL.pdf

8 Blind/vision impaired/low vision: 4; Deaf/hearing impaired: 3; Locomotor disability: 9. The blind and vision-impaired participants were provided with assistance to fill in the form and the deaf
participants had local sign language interpreters who aided the process.

9 National Federation of the Disabled, Nepal. (2016). Living Condition Survey for People with Disabilities 2016. https://archive.org/details/lcs-2016/mode/2up
10 Khayastha, S., & Pokharel, M. (2020). Beyond access: Women and queer persons with disabilities expressing self and exploring sexuality online. APC. https://files.bodyanddata.org/nextcloud/in-
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—or Sri Lanka, on the other hand, the the different countries, making the

qualitative interviews were considered comparisons often conditional In
as an opportunity to delve deeper Iinto this regard.
the quantitative survey, as well as to
close the gaps In iInformation that The findings of this research have to
occurred In the quantitative survey e viewed In the context of several
due to challenges around language imitations and challenges. Each of the
and terminology. The qualitative survey  countries reported limitations in detall
participants were chosen out of those N the country-specific reports. These
who Iindicated that they were interested  are merely a summary of the common
In speaking further about thelir experi- Imitations and those that stood out In
ences In using the internet. Of the each country.
103 respondents, 50 indicated interest.
-rom these, 13 respondents were -Irst, the research was conductec
chosen keep ng In Mind their language across different soclal groups In differ-
use (ﬂve ‘or Tamil, four for Sinhala ent locations. Each research team had
and four for English), on the basis of varied experiences during the process
identities, as well as on the basis of of fieldwork. The thematic area chosen
thelr responses on topics that coula In particular for the qualitative study
be explored turther through deep varied based on the target group. All the
dives. The interviews were conductec observations made about India were
in Tamil, Sinhala and English depending  done through secondary research anc
on the preference of the interviewee and  literature review, as the India partner did
then translated into English.” not participate in the regional monitor-
INng survey. Finally, although this I1s con-
Research limitations sidered as a regional ana\y8|s most of
the cities studied were In proximity to
The limitations of this regional monitor-  the researchers or the institutions
|rg research differ from the limitations and communities they worked with, ex-
of this report, which brings each of the cept In the context of Sri Lanka, where
country reports together. For instance, specific regions outside the capital city
the comparisons made in this report were chosen. There were also uninten-
across the three countries don't tional exclusions of diverse marginalised
necessarily consider the varied social, communities such as people with
nolitical and economic landscape. disabilities in most of the surveys,”

Additionally, all comparisons drawn are  almost no participation of intersex
imited because we don't know whether  people in Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri
those who were surveyed were of _anka, and low numbers of trans-men
similar economic/social background in ~ In Nepal and Bangladesh. However,

dex.php/s/etpDJAS7w7P0oI3B (en) https:/files.bodyanddata.org/nextcloud/index.php/s/BtD6TbqBxGz2ErZ (nepali). Identities experiencing the internet - Nepal Survey Report https://files.
bodyanddata.org/nextcloud/index.php/s/jsnQBzfGyDso4K] (en)

11 Perera, S., & Ibrahim, Z. (2021). Somewhere Only We Know: Gender, sexualities, and sexual behaviour on the internet in Sri Lanka. APC. https://erotics.apc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Some-
where-only-We-Know-Online.pdf

12 Self-reporting of disabilities is often low because of the stigma attached to disability around the world, and in South Asia.
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across all countries, there was a finalised. There were also some challeng-
uniform observation that translation es encountered In translating the survey
from English to the local languages — to Tamil and Sinhala, the key I1ssue
especlally with regard to gender and neing that some of the terminology In
sexuality terminology — had Its -nglish, such as queer or non-pbinary, did
[Imitations. not translate into the local terminology
or understanding. Some respondents
Although partners did manage to focus noted that while the survey recognised

or margwahsec communities, the social  gender as cis or trans, some of them
and economic difference In each country identifled as simply man or woman even

might make the understanding of mar- it they were not cisgender. They felt the
ginalisation different. Therefore, in our survey didn't have a place for their
analysis we attempt to look for patterns identity. Dunrg a focus group In the

of experience of sexual expression while  Eastern p’ov nce, respondents raisec
using online spaces in the region. One of  that they found the phrasing of “ethnic

the unforeseen challenges with regardto  minority” to be problematic and would
finishing the research and writing up nave preferred for the answer to be

the reports was the toll of the unprece- bhrased as “discriminated or marginal-
dented pardemm situations in our ised on the basis of ethnicity”. Therefore,
countries. There was a substantial many chose not to 1dentify as an ethnic

emotional and mental toll from COVID-19. minority in the survey, a decision that
—or example, the Nepal researchers were  the researchers respect while acknowl-
caught up in *firefighting” misinformation  edging that the representation of

and violations of privacy during the different ethnicities will not be reflected
orocess of writing up the research quite well in the findings.

reports. It 1s also important to point out

that the research was Comp\etec before THE POLITICS OF ACCESS TO

the COVID-19 crisis hit the countries,

but this report was published after. The THE INTERNET
report must be read In this context, since
the pandemic also shifted internet use Ir
most of our countries and this combinec
research does not reflect that.

—or a while now, feminists have
discussed access to the Internet as a
feminist Issue, especially in the global
South. In South Asia, research has
shown us that age and gender play a
significant role in determining internet
access across the region.” Data from the
International Telecommunication Union
shows that women are more likely to be
‘unconnected” compared to men. This
data also shows that "women In South-
ern Asia are three times less likely to use

Sri Lanka reported a limitation where the
first draft of the survey (developed by
APC, as it was for the three countries)
was sent much later than the planned
timeline and therefore could not be

shared with local LGBTIQ community
members for their feedback before being

13 Kemp. S. (2020, 30 January). Digital trends 2020: Every single stat you need to know about the internet. The Next Web. https://thenextweb.com/growth-quarters/2020/01/30/digital-trends-
2020-every-single-stat-you-need-to-know-about-the-internet
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soclal media today compared to men, that “over 60% of rural users consider

offermg meaningful Insight into broader anguage a barrier to accessing online
Internet connectivity in the region.”’ government services."” Our regional

N India the gender disparity I1s saild to be  monitoring study across Bangladesh,
worse than In the rest of the globe. For Nepal and Sri Lanka reinforced exist-
instance, 114 million more Indian men |rg research on language, as nearly 80%
nave their own mobile phones compared  of the respondents used the internet in
to women." Apart from gender, the more than one language and many of
other barriers to accessing the internet them leaned towards the local language.

and phones include atfordability of
internet service as well as devices,
oroficiency of language to use the

Graph on device most used to access the internet

internet in, and accessibility of content > . poaene
and websites — In terms of the needs ) _ eetop
of people with disabllities as well as

other marginalisations. N

With regard to language, in the 1990s s

't was estimated that "English made

up 80% of all online content.”” This : - — - —

has shifted and that percentage has e e e
decreased, but some languages still When it comes to devices used for
account for a major proporUm of the access to the internet, in Bangladesh,
internet. Those languages include mobile internet users make up the

-nglish, Mandarin, Spanish, Japanese, oulk of the number of internet users at
Arabic, Portuguese, German, French, over 80 million, which has mostly been

Russlan and Korean. So It I1s Important achieved through easily accessible
to ask the question of how the language  smartphones and cheaper data plans.
we speak predominantly affects the way  According to the telecom industry Ir

18

we use the internet. Nepal, there has been an increase In
internet penetration,” with studies
—or Instance, about 90% of India’s showing that it 1Is mostly used for
new Internet users consume content work-related engagement and for social
in local languages.” However, although networking alongside e-commerce.
indi 1s widely spoken across the Soclal media and instant messaging/
country, a KPMG-Google report stated VoIP apps have seen an exponential rise

14 GSMA Connected Women. (2015). Bridging the gender gap: Mobile access and usage in low- and middle-income countries. https://www.gsma.com/mobilefordevelopment/wp-content/up-
loads/2016/02/GSM0001_03232015_GSMAReport_NEWGRAYS-Web.pdf

15 Consumers International. (n/d). Over 7000 languages are spoken in the world today, but not many are represented online. https:/www.consumersinternational.org/news-resources/blog/
posts/over-7000-languages-are-spoken-in-the-world-today-but-not-many-are-represented-online

16 Singh, J. (2019, 4 December). 90% of new internet users consume content in local languages. Entrackr. https://entrackr.com/2019/12/ninety-percent-of-new-internet-users-consume-con-
tent-in-local-languages

17 Bhattacharya, A. (2017, 3 May). Regional language internet usage is where the real growth will be in India. Scroll.in. https://scroll.in/article/836355/regional-language-internet-usage-is-where-
the-real-growth-will-be-in-india

18 Dhaka Tribune. (2018, 21 September). BTRC: 90.05 million internet users in Bangladesh. https://www.dhakatribune.com/technology/2018/09/21/btrc-90-05-million-internet-users-in-bangla-
desh

19 Nepali Telecom. (2019, 12 March). Internet users in Nepal increases rapidly, penetration reaches 63 percent. https://www.nepalitelecom.com/2018/01/internet-in-nepal-users-rapid-increase.
html
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20 Nepali Telecom. (2020, 29 February). OTT apps like Viber, WhatsApp troubles telcos in Nepal. https://www.nepalitelecom.com/2018/01/ott-apps-viber-whatsapp-troubles-telcos-nepal.html

21 Regmi, N., & Chautari, M. (2017). Expectations versus reality: A case of Internet in Nepal. Electronic Journal of Information System in Developing Countries, 82(7), 1-20. (https://onlinelibrary.wiley.
com/doi/pdf/10.1002/).1681-4835.2017.tb00607 .x

22 https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IT.NET.USER.ZS?|locations=LK

23 Zainudeen, A., Galpaya, H., Amarasinghe, T., & Mohamed, F. (2019). ICT access and use by women in the Global South. Presentation at “Imagine a Feminist Internet: South Asia” on 21 Febru-
ary, Negombo, Sri Lanka. https://lirneasia.net/2019/02/ict-access-and-use-by-women-in-the-global-south-presentation



reasons. A study conducted by the the future of privacy in the South Asian

Centre for Information and Society ob- region.” These laws — because of their
served that there are about 60 million usage by governments to curb expres-
neople In India who have disabilities; sion and their effects on the rights of

nowever, nearly 75% of those come from Individuals and communities — must be
rural areas and 42.5% are women. These critically cha \enged We briefly explore

two factors acting together are a huge below the region's response to the tight-
barrier for digital accessibility in India.™  ening of laws and the ertI“ermg of digital
The study also observed how many of survelllance and curbing of freedom of
the government websites and other expression.
iInformation-oriented websites in India
that were studied were inaccessible to n October 2018, Bangladesh passed the
a large extent to people with disabilities.  Digital Security Act. Researchers and
We can assume (due to lack of many activists criticised this law heavily for
studies at this Iintersection of disability,  the "newly defined restrictions on free
gender and technology) that the situa- speech that it contains.” In the past few
tion 1S similar across South Asia. years, the Bangladesh government has
responded to dissent by clamping down
The legal terrain of access to on free speech through arrests of journal-
the internet ISts, writers, poets and artists. As recently

as April 2020, news reports show
Across South Asia, we share acommon  that Shafiqul Islam Kajol,” a journalist;

legacy of strict legislation with regardto ~ Toufique Imrose Khalidi, editor-in-chief
data protection and cybersecurity. But of bdnews24.com; Mohiuddin Sarker,
additionally, there is little to no concept ~ acting editor of jagonews24.com; Rahim
of the right to privacy. Through the impo- ~ SUvho, the Thakurgaon correspondent
sition of frameworks like the European Of bcnevvs%.com; and Shaown Amin, a
Union’s General Data Protection Regula-  local journalist, were accused under the
tion (GDPR), there are some discussions  Digital Security Act.” This law was enact-
beginning here, but community-led ed In Bangladesh as a response to the
eflection is still in the nascent stage in criticisms against the ICT Act. However,
the region. t has been observed by critics that the
Digital Secmty Act "casts an even wid-
Some legislations across Bangladesh, er net over free speech and dissent than
ndia, Nepal and Sri Lanka are similar. ts predecessor. The Act not only broad-
However, over the past few years, we ens the scope of what constitutes online
nave seen the tightening of these legis-  crime but also takes away the few legal
ations leading to a significant impacton ~ protections granted under the ICT Act.

Similarly, the change In legal frameworks

24 https://cis-india.org/telecom/knowledge-repository-on-internet-access/accessibility

25 lkigai Law. (2019, 9 August). Introduction to Digital Security Laws in Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh. https://www.ikigailaw.com/introduction-to-digital-security-laws-in-nepal-sri-lan-
ka-and-bangladesh

26 Krishna, R. (2019, 5 October). How dissent is prosecuted in Bangladesh. Observer Research Foundation. https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/how-dissent-prosecuted-in-bangladesh-56190

27 Rabbi, AR. (2020, 1 April). Amnesty: Second Digital Security Act case filed against Kajol on day of disappearance. Dhaka Tribune. https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/dha-
ka/2020/04/01/second-digital-security-act-case-filed-against-kajol-on-day-of-disappearance

28 The Daily Star. (2020, 29 April). ‘It is an attack on freedom of expression’. https://www.thedailystar.net/city/news/it-attack-freedom-expression-1897708
29 Krishna, R. (2019, 5 October). Op. cit.

17



INn Nepal has been having its effect on deter people from doing so. Thus, legis-
Usage of the internet, especially with [ation that Imposes restrictions can only
'egard to free online ex:)’essmn Recent-  make things worse.

v, the Nepal government introduced new

aws and policies around information and  Journalists and editors of newspapers
communications technologies which and weeklies have also been detained
directly iImpact Nepalis' right to privacy and arrested for publishing controversial
and freedom of expression.™ A legislation  content. A news report stated: “In a sim-
was tabled which imposes strict penal- lar case, Arjun Thapallya from Siraha
t|es for “improper” social media posts. district, Nepal was arrested for liking a
'his has raised concerns about the ways  post on Facebook. Thapallya who used
In which this legislation would suppress  to work for Anukalpa Daily had written
dissent and freedom of speech. The an article about a person who was
news reports around It show us: “Under alleged with sexual harassment. His
the proposed law, the government would  friend had shared the piece on Facebook
have the power to block social media and just like any other person, he ‘liked
platforms like Facebook, Twitter and his friend’s post. However, that one like
YouTube unless they reqgister in Nepal. on Facebook landed Thapaliya in jail!™

And social media posts deemed defama-
tory or against national sovereignty could  Restrictions on internet services, espe-

be punished with up to five years in jall clally mobile services, or the slowing
and a fine of 1.5 million Nepalese rupees  down or targeted blocking of sites like
USD 13,000]™" Activists in the country —acebook or YOUTL be have also become
nave been resisting the passage of this common practice In the name of pub-
oill, which will have strict consequences ic safety and order. In 2018, there were
on the usage of internet in Nepal, 196 large-scale internet shutdowns in
especially as the internet has become a 26 countries. India topped the list with
growing space for public discourse — 134 shutdowns, whereas Bangladesh
and particularly for marginalised com- also made the list of cowtnes that shut
munities. For example, in 2019, Pashupa- down their internet too often.™ Most of
tl Sharma was forced to take down their ~ these were to curb the political unrest in
song "Lutna Sake Lut’, which created the country. So there Is a palpable fear
discussion within hours of Its release. among governments with regard to the
The song trended on YouTube through freedom associated with the internet.

word-of-mouth publicity.” This instance

shows us how freedom of expressionon  In 2019 alone, there were at least three
the Internet Is a vital part of dissent and Internet shutdowns In Sri Lanka. After
how many individual instances already the Easter Sunday attacks in 2019, the

30 Khadgi, A. (2019, 19 April). Is cyberspace in Nepal actually free for public expression? The Himalayan Times. https://thehimalayantimes.com/kathmandu/is-cyberspace-in-nepal-actual-
ly-free-for-public-expression
31 Phys.org. (2019, 20 February). Nepal social media bill sparks freedom of speech concerns. https://phys.org/news/2019-02-nepal-social-media-bill-freedom.html

32 The Himalayan Times. (2019, 17 February). Activists turn up the speakers and dance to Sharma'’s “Lutna Sake Lut” at Maitighar. https://thehimalayantimes.com/nepal/activists-turn-up-the-
speakers-and-dance-to-sharmas-lutna-sake-lut-at-maitighar

33 Khadgi, A. (2019, 19 April). Op. cit.

34 Edwards, J. (2019, 30 June). All the countries where someone managed to shut down the entire internet — and why they did it. Business Insider. https://www.businessinsider.com/coun-
tries-internet-shutdown-statistics-2019-6

35 On 21 April 2019, Easter Sunday, three churches in Sri Lanka and three luxury hotels in the commercial capital, Colombo, were targeted in a series of coordinated Islamic terrorist suicide

18



Sri Lankan government blocked access  but that so far they have not tried to

to soclal media sites including Face- Interfere with this except in the cases of
book, Instagram, Snapchat, WhatsApp underage people.

and YouTube, along with the chat app

Viber. In a policy brief for the non-

partisan Toda Peace Institute last N Complete contro

year, Sri Lankan researcher Sanjana ¥ Someuhat contro
Hattotuwa felt that many governments 7s

in Sri Lanka have "tlagged Facebook
and soclal media as the sole or primary

No control

50

progenitors of violence, ignoring the fact
that government itself has done little l -
to uphold the rule of law or address the * pangladesh epal sriLanks

136

root causes.
n a study done by Ayesha Zainudeen,

The blocking and censoring of specific Helani Galpaya, Tharaka Amarasinghe
websites, espemaHy news websites, has  and Firas Mohamed on ICT access and
Deen going on for years. So, It your livell-  use by women In the global South, they
nood Is dependent on the internet, such found that there were “large gender
shutdowns can have an effect on your gaps In mobile ownership, broadly Iin line
monthly iIncome. Melony, a 46-year-old with iIncome levels, but India, Pakistan,
cisgender gay man from Sri Lanka, who ~ Bangladesh were far worse than poorer
has been performi ng drag for over 20 African countries.”" Unsurprisingly,
years and began using the internet 10 these gaps get more pronounced with
years ago, shared his experience. He socioeconomic backgrounds and rural
has been able to shift his work asasex  women reportedly had the lowest
worker online and now 100% of his cli- internet use.”

ents find him online. When some of the

websites he advertises his services on In the survey In Bangladesh, 92% of the
were blocked by the government, inthe  respondents reported control over their
period around 2070 to 2015, he experil- device, but cis men reported the most
enced a loss of Income. They were control. In Nepal, however, 83% of the
unblocked after the government change  respondents reported complete control
N 2015. However, because Sri Lanka while 16.5% reported "somewhat con-
recently went through another govern- trol” over their primary device. Due to a

ment change, he felt it was possible for  technical error in the survey administra-
the sites to be shut down again. Melony  tor repeating a question in the Tamil sur-

also shares that the police and law vey form in Sri Lanka, this question was
enforcement are aware that sex workers  unanswered by about 30 respondents.
use the internet to solicit customers Theretore, 1t 1s difficult to understand a

bombings. Later that day, there were smaller explosions at a housing complex in Dematagoda and a guest house in Dehiwala. A total of 267 people were killed and more than 500 injured.
36 Matsakis, L., & Lapowsky, I. (2019, 23 April). Don't Praise the Sri Lankan Government for Blocking Facebook. Wired. https://www.wired.com/story/sri-lanka-bombings-social-media-shutdown
37 Zainudeen, A, Galpaya, H., Amarasinghe, T, & Mohamed, F. (2019). Op. cit.
38 Ibid.
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pattern, although over 60% of those who  'poES THE INTERNET BUILD

responded said they have full control MORE CONNECTIONS?
over the primary device they use to '

access the Internet.

In a review of the research on sexuality,

However, there have been instances gender and technology undertaken In

in Bangladesh, as observed by the India for the first EROTICS exploratory

‘esearcher, where women themselves research study, Richa Kaul Padte notes:

nave reqgistered a Facebook account or

a mobile phone in a male relative's On the one hang, the internet has

name. This in many ways is seen as a allowed LGBTQI people living in

way to be p’otected" from the harm that India the opportunity to mobilise, or-

follows from using your own name and ganise, and explore thelir sexualities

gender on the internet. through anonymous identities. But
on the other hand, virtual spaces

A woman with a disability shared in the are not divorced from the real world,

qualitative research done in Nepal how and the prejudices that queer people

her access to the internet was mediat- face offline extend online too, leav-

ed by her husband. She said: | mMOost |y INng many people to question what it

share all my arts and paintings in inter- means to articulate a queer identity,

net. He (husband) tells me concentrate and whether the internet really Is

on my work and that he'll look after the democratic space many initially

the (social media) posts.” She also assumed it to be.”

stated that this improved her access

to video calling deaf people in India, Response to the question:

which doesn't happen often in Nepal. Does the internet connect us?

Similarly, a deat woman shared how 100
access to the internet improved her
access to her community. But this

75

INncreased access resulted in her -

nusband restricting or mediating her

access. Thus, though many of those 25

N the quantitative survey reported that

they had control over thelir devices, " Bangladesh Nepal Sri Lanka

deeper conversations revealed how

other identities like disability and sexu-  In our regional survey, 76% of the
ality, among others, hindered complete  respondents from Nepal, 72% from
control over the device. Banc\acesh and 68% from Sri Lanka

sald that the internet connects them to
people more easily.

39 Padte, R. K. (2013, 15 March). EROTICS India: Women, sexuality and the internet. GenderlIT.org. https://www.genderit.org/feminist-talk/erotics-india-women-sexuality-and-internet
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The Iinterviews from Sri Lanka give us
more Insight on how these connections
form and how they shape up.

ﬁ

Aarya, a transgender heterosexual
woman from Sri Lanka, explained |
ner interview that many diaspora Tam-
Is reach out to her to try and connect
when they come to Colombo. She felt
that they are slowly opening up to talk
about Issues related to transgender peo-
nle. She explained that using the internet
for self-expression had provided others
‘'who may be feeling the same way, the

W
confidence to reach out and connect.

N

ﬁ

N

ﬁ

2 a

-or Shirani, a transgender heterosexu-

al woman from Sri Lanka, the internet
provides her with a "huge opportunity
to give Information to the society and to
my community” and she has even made
ner mobile number avallable on her
personal and work social media ac-
counts. “We used to get a lot of wrong
iInformation,” says Shirani, emphasis-

INg how seriously she and others in the
community take their role in providing
correct and timely information. In her
Interview she said that she recelved
calls “even at midnight because confu-
sion or worry about gender identity can
have a toll on people's mental health and
they seek community when they feel the
most alone.’
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h
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A few participants Iin the
qualitative study felt that not everyone
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Though the internet does build connec- somehow still continue to write, al-
tions and community and 1s used as a though | don't write about some things
space for activism across the countries,  to avoid these unnecessary comments.
many of the participants In the research

n

shared how they r’avilg ated expression Internet as a space to learn how to
and presence on the internet. communicate and build empathy

n the interviews conducted in Sri Research has revealed that WhatsApp
_anka, Aarya spoke of her access to was the most-blocked platform due to
the internet, which was controlled due internet shutdowns in 2019. Top10VPN

to her identity as a transgender woman.  reported that the app suffered 6,236
She felt that who controlled her access  hours of disruption in 2019,” with

nad shifted from parents, to school, to countries like Sri Lanka and Sudan
now her lover. She shared that her lover  among the worst affected. This use of
nas her password and therefore, her social networking was reflected in our
usage Is also limited. Additionally, she own research as well. But we find that
sald: "We are careful In what we post there is more to it.
on our page. There 1s no freedom. So,

we share information on a closed group 0 explore how the internet is used as a

only. Not in public. | don't even have any  space to communicate, we asked partic-
freedom to post my picture as | wish.’ ipants in the research about what they
She has also faced identity theft, where  (sed the internet for. Across the three
her picture was downloaded and used  countries, usage was similar. In Nepal,
on another fake profile that postec 76% of the respondents used the inter-
damaging content. net for social networking followed by
4% using It for email. Most of the

wo other respondents — Vijay, a responses provided that were above
cisgender heterosexual man, and 50% were work or social connection
Lakshmi, who did not want to identify by related. The usage was similar in Ban-

a particular gender identity in her survey  gladesh, where most of the respondents
‘esponse but identified as a woman In were students. Hence the internet for
ner qua\ltat ve Interview — felt that their research recelved a h|gq percentage of
identity had not affected access to the 65%, and social networking, chatting

internet, although for Lakshmi, her and emails topped the list for usage
dentity had affected the way she uses with 75% 66% and 78%.

the online space. She thinks before

posting a picture or posting about her While work and email received the
feminist politics because of the com- highest percentage in Sri Lanka, more
ments she has recelved. "Sometimes than 50% of the respondents used it for
to avoid such comments | don't share social networking and building of com-

things on Facebook,” she explained. "But  munity. However, this was explored in

40 Woodhams, S., & Migliano, S. (2020, 7 January). The Global Cost of Internet Shutdowns in 2019. TopT10VPN. https://www.top10vpn.com/cost-of-internet-shutdowns/2019
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more detall through the interviews, and instance, in Nepal, although more than
the tfollowing interpretations of the re- 33% of the respondents felt their gender
sponses to this question were observed. and/or sexuality did not affect their
t was found that individuals interpreted  usage of the internet, over 60% of the
't differently depending on what they do  respondents did assert that access to
most while being on the internet, as well  the internet had changed their under-
as what most people get on the internet  standing of gender and sexuality.
most for. For example, some interpreted

the question around health information Has your gender identity affected

as something you will always get on the the way you use the internet? ~ oetnily
internet to look for and not offline. There = o
was also some additional confusion 40

Decause some activities were entirely 30

internet-based (emails, chatting, social =

networking) while others were not (work, I I I I

nealth information, etc.). 0 pangladesh Nepal i Lanka

Has access to the internet changed how you

Usage responses: Always | _
perceive people of different gender and sexual

80 Social networking iIdentities?
B Chatting

60 Email
B Instant messengers 80 Definitely
B Sometimes
Don't know
40 60 ™ No
20 40
0 20

Bangladesh Nepal Sri Lanka I I I I I
: _

' Bangladesh Nepal Sri Lank
Usage: Sometimes anglades epa ri Lanka

60 Dating

= Pom n the quantitative survey, some of the

= Seca leasure harticipants from Bangladesh shared
now their experience of using the inter-
net has enhanced their understanding
of the different sexual and gender

identities. One of them said:

Bangladesh Nepal Sri Lanka

never really knew about trans* and
These responses give us the indication always thought that gender and
that the Iinternet Is used by many for sex meant the same thing. Growing
creating connections and learning new up, | was also taught that gay people
iInformation. There has also been a shift were mentally ill but after communi-
IN gender and sexuality understanding cating with so many difterent people
necause of exposure to the internet. For and understanding how sexual
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identity works | realised that | be instructional, although they also

was wrong about gay and trans* shared their discomfort and distaste
neople (the idea of trans* people at the kinds of porn avallable. Porr
being mentally handicapped). or not, a majority of the respondents
credited the internet as a major
Many respondents suggested that the source of their sex education. “Often
INcrease 1N exposure to empathetic C vH soclety 1S not In step with socl-
stories of different people In different ety,’ sald a participant clarifying how
situations has helped expand their overwhelmingly any eftort to dea
understanding of gender and sexuality with questions of sexuality meant
and built their empathy. One participant avoldance as If to address It without
sald; addressing it or criminalising It, won-
dering whether this kind of approach
't has taught me to always ask of trying to wish sex away has in
a stranger what pronouns they fact done more harm than good.
prefer before initiating a conver-
sation. It has also taught me to be he Internet has iIn many ways
more mindful of throwing around enhanced people's experiences due
words like “gay” or “lesbian” lightly to Increase In exposure to content creat-
or jokingly, because some people ed by :)eop\e across the spectrum. The
might identity as such and find it diversity of voices definitely has a role
offensive and hurtful. to p\ay But among those sharing their
experiences and living their lives on
N the Bangladesh qualitative research the internet, who sees themselves as
nterviews, It was observed that: a creator of content?
Aln overwhelming number of Who creates LGBTIQA content?
them including those interviewed
credited porn In facilitating their Across all three countries we see a trend

sexual awakening and education, in in respondents consuming content to
addition to talking to friends. Shailen g larger extent than creating content (a

nowever did not feel comfortable nigher percentage used the internet dai-
talking about "personal” interests y for consuming content, as comparec
with friends, so his source of edu- to a higher percentage using it weekly
cation was for the most part from for creating content). The sample in
watching porn. Several sex workers Nepal was composed of heavy users,
mentioned mobile recharge, photo-  with 79% using the internet daily for
copying and compose shops consumption of information. In addition,
where they could download music more than half used it as a content

and video, including porn. Askead creator of blogs, vlogs, memes, code,
specifically about porn, respondents  Instagram posts, uploading photos, etc.,
sald they did not agree with the with 25% of them creating content dally
government porn ban, found it to and 26% doing so at least once a month.
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nrough the qualitative research done through Facebook, websites and

In Sri Lanka, this aspect was explored YouTube. Based on this she has also
In more detail. The responses from the produced some content in Tamil. She
Interviewees shed some light on who considers herselt a producer of con-
IS percelved as a creator of content. It tent and describes this content as posts
S Interesting that most of the respon- about discrimination and oppression In
dents in Sri Lanka (82%) see themselves  society on platforms such as Facebook.
as consumers of the internet daily, but She also considers pictures she puts up
not many see themselves as producers  — often of nature and also pictures of
of content on a daily basis (30%). This herself — as content.
ralsed some questions on whether and
why they passively consume informa- Krishani, a cisgender woman who
tion, as well as what they understana identiflied as straight but also possibly
and percelve production or creation nisexual, says she has learned a lot on-
of content to be. Ine about the rights of women, and the
Internet has also helped her learn a lot
Hiran, a msgerder gay man who Is a more about the LGBT community. She
YouTube star, IS very clear that he Is a doesn't really see herself as a produc-
content creator. The very first video er of content, or does not consider the
that Hiran uploaded to his YouTube Dosts she puts up on platforms such as
channel went viral and he attributes this  Facebook as content. For her, *| think
to the fact that It was possibly the first a producer of content In my opinion —
of Its kind I1n Sri Lanka: an openly gay nstagram influencers who make videos,
man cross-dressing and performing. nave blogs, or personally or profession-
Iran was influenced by the content ally who does 1t as their job, but thelr
oroduced by Lilly Singh™ and recalls that  thing, not for a place or media house'”

in Sr1 Lanka, the most popular YouTube
stars at the time were cisgender hetero— Understanding discourse and

sexual men like JehanR and Gappiya.”  systems behind online violence
He reminisces about making the first

video and notes that he didn't necessar-  “A feminist internet works towards

ly plan it and just went with how he felt  empowering more women and queer
at the time; that he "had to stop doing persons — in all our diversities -
nothing and maxe something, anything.” o fully enjoy our rights, engage in

e made the video using his laptop pleasure and play, and dismantle
webcam and it remains one of his patriarchy.”
most popular videos to date. — Preamble, Feminist Principles of

| the Internet
-or her part Lakshmi has been able to

find clarity on issues ot sexuality and We have made strides towards a femi-
gender using the internet, particularly nist internet, and through our research

47 Lilly Singh is a Canadian YouTuber, comedian, talk show host and actress who gained fame on social media.
47 Jehan and Gappiya are YouTube stars from Sri Lanka whose channels can be found at https:/www.youtube.com/user/jehanr/about and https:/www.youtube.com/user/gappiya/about
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44 \Verma, M. (2017, 18 October). South Asia: how trends in ICT law and policy are impacting digital rights. Access Now. https://www.accessnow.org/spotlight-south-asia-trends-ict-law-policy-im-
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46 APC. (2017). EROTICS South Asia exploratory research: Sex, rights and the internet. https://www.apc.org/sites/default/files/Erotics_1_FIND.pdf

47 Ibid.



In an attempt

o u

nderstand how

expansive experiences of online

gender-
View, |

gol
N
asS

INC

based violence are,
ndia exp
peyond the “on

g ine" to

thelr publica
K some

VIO

the

N low-Income communi:
agers, women, tra
who can't afforc

tions of

nert
ude: What ¢

nent ques’

ored the poss

oes technology-ena

Point of

bility of
the “digital”.

tion Free To Be Mobile, they
lons which

nled

ence look like? What are the implica-

stories Ir

1S d
Marlt

1C

S

" gender In this context? Some of
Free To Be Mobile are rootec
les "among teen
queer persons
phones.” Th

[OL

these stories we can see how gender
plays out In "a million different ways":

Teenage boys hacking the

WhatsApp accounts of
girls. Fathers trac
through itemised
journalists recelvi

ng denr
Brotr

’_'aC
edia.

constantly
on soclal r

apps.”

KINg dauc
bhone
Ng end
from strange men. Trans worr
a
e
and throwing sisters off messaging

teenage
Nters
oills. Rural
ess calls
en

" Sex

KINQ

nds o
s trac

“I didn't respond to the message”

In the qualitative research conductead
N Nepal, it was observed that women

Wit
VIO

spoke about recelving

of “a

percep
OCCUpy spaces online.
disabled” was the most comr
message that wo
recelved online. T

N disabilities face a diffe

ence online. Women wr

lation” which hin

s of beal

ec
tior

adpp

“You

men with

ent kind of

N C

ty and wh

1Sa

O can
don't seem
Mon
isabilities

C

gh

Dilities
many messages
‘ed at socletal

1€ dSS

tion 1IN this

ump

Stat

carl

tiIfu

of

'sh
O.’_' 1
a
of 1

C

~

C

INn the same vein, a participant with a
trong |
ared

S
sh

ve
1Sa
a nar
neau
anc
interna

tr
This s
or
Anotr
OC

fe exper
with disabl
S expectatio
Dilities shoulc
'OW set of experiences, r

| used to wear full e
nd peo
sabled.

[
C

S, C

a
q
P

1Sa

few

(

N

"t

this exper

NOWS L
ly “ab
er te
K" onad
ravel to forelg
SO Mmakes assumptm“
lences ava

€

INC

erest

dle ¢

ties. It

tiful experiences of travel |
IVing speeches and attending
tional events.

Ia

Sd

"When we look at you Ir
notos... you don't seem disablec
(using derogatory worc
disability). Are yo

and confuse mer
comments comr
also from the (c
| started deleting those com
ow | only have
OIlity co
membe
—aceboo

Mnmu
s fro

<).

d therefore
ot be disab
'vasive the
Deau

nled wo
N count

‘les, which

S th
N that those with
only be able
ot ric
N o

T bea
ed.
idea

1ful 1s.

ement Is that disability and beauty
not co-exist, ar
€ pPerson must r
s how pe
nodies” being
reaction Is one of
man's photos

J_

s on the range
lable to persons
e compliment

to have
1,
e|gn

beauty and makeup

lence:

dKel

id not think

Was

S
9

for

U tryir
7T

e on
isability) comm
me

Nity, and a
M my family

\_/

h

neople from the

D earlier...

to attract
ese types of
—acebook anc

NIt

1S,

This results In the creation of safe spac-

€S OIS

ly |
th

Oﬁ
Oﬁ

48 Point of View. (2019). Free to be Mobile. https://www.apc.org/sites/default/files/FTBM_Web_final.pdf

2/

Nt

eract wit
e Internet. T

naces where disabled women

N other disabled peo

Dle

hough there 1s agency



In this action, there I1s a lot to reflect experienced hate speech on the internet
on about the kinds of spaces provided and 38% had experienced abuse and/or
for women of all kinds to exist on the shaming a woman for expressing views
INnternet and express their sexuality or that are not normative, for disagreeing
gender expression without having to with people and also for refusing sexual
be questioned or subjected to micro advances.

aggressions of ableism.

Abusive comments

Another participant shared an expertl-
ence of violence In Nepal that had sever-
al layers of online harassment, including
the technological aspect of the crime
(modifying and superimposing images),
fraud, Impersonation, moralistic Non-consensual Use of indecent
attitudes towards women's sexuality sharing of private or violent images
and the sexuality of women with
disabllities. It started with a friend
request sent on —acebook and evolved
into stalking and asking for ransom
for “photoshopped” iIntimate images.
The tull account of this experience 1S
presented In the Nepal country report —or Sri Lanka 1t was similar, with 62%
and gives us a glimpse into the multiple  of the respondents having been on the
a

d

= No
Yes

52.1%

56.3%

ngles of harassment that women with  receiving end of abusive comments.

isabllities face. This was the highest percentage of
violence reported by all the res aondents.

he range and scale of online violence he second most common form of
against women and girls in Nepal was violence reported (56%) was unwanted
laid bare In an ar"ic\e that discussed recelving of sexually explicit images
the wide range of crimes committec and demeaning women through violent
against women across Nepal including images. In terms of who gets harassec
extortion, blackmail and illegal sharinc online, more than 50% agreed that not
of private Images and videos on socila Just women get harassed on the inter-

media as well as the sale of such visual  net, although about 20% thought that it
content to porn sites.” The researchers  could be possible sometimes.

found that the type of violence that was

most commonly mentioned was receiv-  One respondent, Vijay, sald the violence
INng unwanted sexually explicit messag-  against women that he sees online

es, and the second most common mirrors the kind of violence they face
experience (46.5%) was receiving In everyday offline lite. He says his
abusive comments, while 40% had female friends talk about It, seek help

49 Devkota, S. (2020, 14 February). Crossborder cybercrime and punishment. Nepali Times. https://www.nepalitimes.com/banner/crossborder-cybercrime-and-punishment
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for the violence they tace online, and shaming” — where someone coulad
come to him for help because he works  screenshot a post or comment they

in the field of IT. He stated: didn't like and post it online — and a
personal experience she went through
t's true that women tace harass- as well;
ment on the internet, it's a well-
Kknown truth. It also happens for his was a political opinion |details
the sexual/gender minority groups. not provided] | had sent to someone
N such situations we have helped to knew, on WhatsApp. It was private
get legal aid and we have supported to someone | went to school with, |
people in all the ways possible. didn't realise | hadn't had a conver-
sation with them before, but they
—or Hasinli, the further down one goes were on my contact list. They didn't
on what she calls the "privilege scale’, recognise my number and said,
the more harassment people face, and "Who is this, | am going to report It.”
this Is not necessarily something faced They took a screenshot and post-
only by women. She was also concernead ed It online with my profile photo
about people who may not be able to and my number was visible. A per-
handle the trolling, bullying and harass- son scolded me In filth and this post
ment online. Hasini was talking about was seen by 140 people and shared
the Intersectionality of identities here about 30 times. | had to change my
and the complexity of privileges — she profile picture to something else (to
mentioned that while It's true women distance myself from the harass-
face considerable harassment/violence/ ment).”
abuse because of thelr gender, In some

contexts, factors like ethnicity come into  In Bangladesh, experience of violence

play, for women and others too. on the internet was marked by experi-
encing abusive comments, whichranked
Lakshmi says that in her observations the highest. Recelving unwanted sexu-
online, when people have a gender ally explicit images, experiencing sexist
expression that goes beyond the or gendered language and hate speech
binary of man or woman or have a sex-  also ranked high. Most of these were
ual orientation that is not heterosexual, dealt with by the respondents by report-
and they express that online, they face INng to the platform itself or blocking the
considerable harassment and criticism.  user.

"You can't bear to see the comments

sometimes, It IS SO bad,” she said. A cis woman participant who identified
And In her experience, all the negative as bisexual interviewed as part of the
comments she has seen in cases like qualitative research conducted in Ban-
this have been by men. gladesh commented:

In the Iinterviews conducted, Krishan With a locked Instagram | feel more
spoke of a culture of "naming and comfortable, It's for a closed group
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50 India Today. (2018, 22 September). Nepal to ban porn sites to curb rising rape cases. https:/www.indiatoday.in/world/story/nepal-to-ban-porn-sites-to-curb-rising-rape-cas-
es-1346296-2018-09-22

51 Bada Math, S,, Viswanath, B., Maroky, A., Kumar, N., Cherian, A., & Nirmala, M. (2014, April). Sexual Crime in India: Is it Influenced by Pornography?
Indian Journal of Psychological Medicine, 36(2), 147-152. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4031582

52 Khayastha, S. (2018, 1 October). The problem with Nepal's porn ban. The Record. https://www.recordnepal.com/the-problem-with-nepals-porn-ban
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N an opinion plece, Kayastha and Indu from her family in Dhaka. Now she
Nepal referred to a study where adoles-  mostly used emails and only [Iimited
cent girls In the periphery of Kathmandu  social media with privacy settings,

chose recharging of their mobile phones reducing her interactions to trusted

over buying cosmetics, stating, "And or tested contacts, curbing also her
they did so to make calls, take selfies, expressmns of sexual Interactions or
research for school, listen to music, Interests online, which was never easy
dDlay games, and use soclal media and to begin with.
messaging apps.” Research has shown
that allowing young people to use the Others also echoed this trusted and
iInternet more freely means they will tested method, improvised individually
‘eport violence more easily. It shows and on a case-by-case basis, but generally
that young people "are adapting and 't meant contacts made online, even
sometimes thriving as they embrace on Tinder, had to be within two degrees of
21st-century media.”™ separation — “somebody In the network
would know somebody who would know
Expression in sexuality this person” or they would share at least

one common network with friends,

In Bangladesh, if experience of pleasure  extended family or professional relation-
on the internet Is broken down, those ships. Using this method also worked for
identifying as heterosexual and cis men  queer-identified Tuli, who had a more
reported getting the most pleasure on extensive soclal media presence but

a scale of 1-10, their experience being was still mindful of what she posted
moderately to highly pleasurable. It is (nothing personal on her public profile)
also mterestmg to note that a high and who she friended or followed. Here
number of hijra respondents reported case IS somewhat exceptional, as she
experiencing pleasure on the internet. ‘eported that she has not had any

Unpleasant experiences on the internet,

Through the qualitative study conducted Including Tinder. She realised her experi-
in Bangladesh, it was observed that in ence was unique, but also credited a
_ubna's case, an online and Tinder supportive family:

encounter turned relationship became

abusive. From emotional abuse to My parents are openly affectionate
physical threats, threats of blackmails to each other. When we were young
to actual threats to her tamily and social and our parents were young too,
circle, sustained stalking and harass- they regularly made our home avall-
ment In every platform, she was forced able to single friends who had to

to restrict her online presence. There nide thelr romantic entanglements
was of course the subsequent fear, from their parents. | can openly talk
anxiety and emotional toll she suffered to them about sex and romance and
as a young, gueer woman living away the things | don't want to talk about

53 Lewis, R., Rowe, M., & Wiper, C. (2017). Online Abuse of Feminists as An Emerging form of Violence Against Women and Girls. The British Journal of Criminology, 57(6), 1462-1481. https://doi.
org/10.1093/bjc/azw073
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or share, they understand. They feel like the internet has given

don't need to know everything, but me a platform to voice my opinion

they respect that. and give validation through the

engagement | receive. Through the

While there may not be absolute communities | have found on the
freedom of expression for anybody internet, | have seen and met people
anywhere In the world, many of the tips with similar interests, struggles and
and tricks suggested by the respondents viewpolints. This has helped me
were ways to navigate this difficult express myselt more cohesively
terrain and “systematic crackdown on and iInformatively.

holitical dissent”

Sexual orientation: How pleasurable is your

The survey in Nepal showed the same experience of using the internet (1 to 10,10
leanings towards using the internet for 'S highly pleasurable

work and to keep in touch on social
media. However, In terms of ratings

of the Internet's Importance in one’s
self-expression, when disaggregated
by gender, we can see that the LGBTIQ
community does not have scores
towards the lower range, indicating
that they value the role that the internet

plays In self-expression in their lives. Marginalisation: How pleasurable is your
experience of using the internet (1to 10, 10

is highly pleasurable)

Cis woman
M Cis man
6.3 LGBTQI
M Not say
M None

In terms of what platforms are used for
self-expression, the majority reportec
Using various soclal media platforms:
—acebook, Twitter and Instagram. One
response mentioned dating apps like
Glued and Grindr, and one user shared
the details of how they use the various
dlatforms available to them:

Disabled

B Ethnic minority

Indigenous

6.8 B Migrant
B Minority caste

8 Minority race

J Notapplicable

B Not say

None

hl§ one Is hard to aF.SWGI’. UsSE | Gender. How pleasurable is your experience
witter to share my views and opin- of using the internet (1 to 10, 10 is highly

ion, Insta for my pictures, Facebook pleasurable)
s for family, Medium is for blogging
and all, Reddit to get info about new
Interesting topics and YouTube for
entertainment.

6.7
Straight
M LGBTAQI
M Not say
B None

Another respondent commentea:
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